TREE PRUNING
REGULATIONS

Sec. 30-8.9 of the City of Gainesville's
Land Development Code

All trees may be pruned to maintain shape and promote their shade-giving qualities
and to remove diseased or dying portions in areas where falling limbs could be a
hazard to people or property. Tree pruning shall be done in accordance with the
most current version of the American National Standard for Tree Care Operations
"Tree. Shrub and Other Woody Plant Maintenance" (ANSI A300) and "Pruning.
Trimming. Repairing. Maintaining, and Removing Trees. and Cutting Brush—Safety
Requirements"(ANSI Z133). No more than 25 percent of the crown should be
removed at one time. On young trees, limb removal shall leave no more than 33
percent of the trunk bare of branches. So that shade trees can grow with sturdy
structure, the top branch or leader shall not be removed. Hooks shall not be used to
climb trees unless the tree is being taken down. Mature trees overgrowing
vehicular use areas shall be pruned to allow the passage of emergency vehicles.
Excessive pruning, pollarding, or pruning of trees into round balls of crown or
branches, which results in an unnecessary reduction of shade and promotes weak
branch attachments is prohibited. If the city manager or designee finds same
additional shade trees shall be required to be planted on the site on up to an inch-
for-inch basis.
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