
  

 City Manager’s Biweekly Report, Page 1 of 8  

Prepared for the City Commission, November 19-December 2, 2015 
 

 A letter from interim City Manager Anthony Lyons can be read on the intranet. 

 The Thanksgiving Day holiday will be observed Thursday, Nov. 26-Friday, Nov. 27. All city 
offices will be closed. Curbside collection of solid waste, recycling, yard trash and bulk items 
normally collected Thursday will be collected Friday. RTS will have no fixed route service or ADA 
service Thursday, Nov. 26. RTS will provide bus service Friday, Nov. 27. Routes 1, 2, 5, 8, 11, 13, 
15, 16, 20, 26 and 35 will run between 7:30 a.m. and 5:30 p.m. All other routes will be suspended. 

 The 2015 Gainesville’s Little Ones (GLO) Food Drive continues through Thursday, Nov. 19. 
Boxes are available throughout city facilities.  

 The GLO Program (Gainesville’s Little Ones) is underway for this year. There is still time to 
adopt a family. Please contact Susanne Olivas at 393-7967 as soon as possible if you (or your 
department/division) are interested. Participating staff will be notified about the family before the 
long Thanksgiving weekend. This will be the 37th year GLO families have benefited from the 
generosity of city employees.  

 

 
 Fire Station No. 1: The design for Fire Station 1 should come before the City Commission Dec. 17 

for approval.  The plan is to begin construction in June 2016. 

 Northwest Eighth Avenue: Minor sidewalk and curb ramp repairs started Oct. 12 in Section A 
(between Northwest 40th Drive and Northwest 34th Street), and were completed in early November. 
Asphalt resurfacing started Nov. 10 in the same section, and is expected to be complete by the end of 
the week. Some temporary lane closures will be necessary to repair the road. Construction of 
Section C (between Northwest 23rd and Northwest Sixth Streets) started in early November and will 
be complete in February 2016. Section B (between Northwest 34th and Northwest 23rd Streets) is in 
the final design stages, and is expected to be under construction between spring and summer of 2016. 
For more information, please visit the project website or contact Stefan Broadus, project manager, at 
broadusm@cityofgainesville.org or 352-393-8406. 

 Neighborhood Lighting Improvements: Lighting upgrades on Southwest Ninth Avenue between 
Southwest 13th and Southwest 11th Streets are scheduled for the week of Nov. 23. On-street parking 
will not be available during this time to allow for installation access. This will increase the overall 
lighting in the area, as well as the uniformity of the lighting by eliminating dark zones that currently 
exist. For more information, please visit the project website or contact Stefan Broadus, project 
manager, at broadusm@cityofgainesville.org or 352-393-8406. 

 West Sixth Street Trail Landscaping – Phase 2: This project proposes to extend the recently 
completed landscaping along the Sixth Street Rail-Trail between Northwest Fourth Street and 
Northwest 16th Avenue. The limits for this phase of the project are between University Avenue and 
Northwest Seventh Avenue. Bidding is underway, with construction expected this fall. For more 
information, please contact Stefan Broadus, project manager, at broadusm@cityofgainesville.org or 
352-393-8406.  

 Depot Avenue Segment 2: As of Oct. 15, the Southwest Sixth Street intersection has been closed by 
the roadway contractor, O’Steen Brothers, for construction. The intersection will remain closed for 
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http://ggsp/Lists/Announcements/DispForm.aspx?ID=1254&Source=http%3A%2F%2Fggsp%2Fdefault.aspx
http://www.gainesvillepublicworks.org/projects-2/nw-8th-avenue/
mailto:broadusm@cityofgainesville.org
http://www.gainesvillepublicworks.org/neighborhood-streetlight-improvements/
mailto:broadusm@cityofgainesville.org
mailto:broadusm@cityofgainesville.org
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approximately three months while the contractor is constructing a roundabout with underground 
utilities, stormwater, streetscaping and landscaping. Both two-way vehicular and pedestrian traffic 
will be accommodated between Southwest Sixth and Southwest 11th Streets, and two-way vehicular 
traffic will be maintained east of Southwest Sixth Street to Southwest Main Street. Construction of 
the multi-use trail between Southwest Sixth Street and Main Street is currently under construction and 
will remain closed until completion. The contractor’s contact person for this project is Don 
Shackelford, and he can be reached at 352-459-1031. For more information, questions or comments, 
please contact John Veilleux, project manager, at veilleuxj@cityofgainesville.org or 352-393-8418. 

 Old Airport Landfill Remediation: Remediation of the old airport landfill began in April, and it is 
anticipated that construction will be complete in November 2015. Restoration activities include 
regrading slopes, removing trash from the wetlands and Little Hatchet Creek, and capping the landfill 
with two feet of clean soil cover. Construction is wrapping up over the next few weeks with 
demobilization began Oct. 19. The project will improve the water quality in Little Hatchet Creek and 
enhance adjacent wetlands. For more information, please visit the project website or contact Betsy 
Waite, project manager, at waiteed@cityofgainesville.org or 352-393-8405. 

 Pine Ridge: Construction of a sidewalk along the south side of Northwest 23rd Terrace from 
Northwest 62nd Avenue to Northwest 34th Boulevard, and along the west side of Northwest 34th 
Boulevard from Northwest 23rd Terrace to the existing sidewalk. Bus stops along the extent of the 
project will be modified to meet current ADA standards. Project construction will be performed by 
Parrish McCall. Construction started Oct. 27, and it is anticipated that this project will take between 
four to six months to complete. For more information, please contact Joe Montalto, project manager, 
at montaltoj@cityofgainesville.org or 352-494-6225. 

 Butler Plaza Roadways and Infrastructure: Clark Butler Boulevard is currently open from Archer 
Road to the south to the intersection of Southwest 43rd Street and Southwest 24th Avenue. 
Construction still continues and periodic lane shifts should be expected; however, no road closures 
are expected. Southwest 33rd Place and Windmeadows Boulevard are also open. For more 
information, please contact Rick Melzer, project manager, at melzerra@cityofgainesville.org or 
352-393-8407.  

 

 
Communications Office contact: Bob Woods – 352-393-8627 

 Gainesville 101: the Fall 2015 Citizens’ Academy concluded Nov. 18. Graduates will be recognized 
in front of the City Commission during the evening portion of the Thursday, Nov. 19 City 
Commission meeting. 

 The Communications Office is working with IT and the Office of Equal Opportunity (OEO) to add a 
new OEO section to the city’s website.  

 The State of the City Address will be held at GPD’s Hall of Heroes Wednesday, Jan. 20 at 12 
noon. Please save the date!  

 

 

GFR Administration and Operations contact: Chief Jeff Lane – 352-334-5078 

 The Gainesville Fire Rescue Strategic Plan and Standards of Cover may be viewed on the GFR 
page of the city’s website at www.gfr.org. GFR’s second comprehensive Citizens’ Survey has been 

http://www.gainesvillepublicworks.org/projects-2/airport-landfill-remediation/
mailto:waiteed@cityofgainesville.org
mailto:montaltoj@cityofgainesville.org
mailto:melzerra@cityofgainesville.org
http://www.gfr.org/
http://www.cityofgainesville.org/Portals/0/GFR/Admin/GFR%202014%20Citizen%20Survey.pdf
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published to the GFR website and shows the comparison between the 2011 and 2014 results for 
GFR’s services. GFR’s 2014 Annual Report is now available online. 

GFR Risk Reduction Bureau contact: Interim Asst. Chief Steve Hesson – 352-393-8449  

 Gainesville Fire Rescue can now be found on Facebook! 

 Project Get Alarmed helps those who cannot afford smoke detectors. Applications are available 
online or by calling Risk Reduction Specialist Krista Ott at 393-8461. 

 Requests for car seat safety checks and installation should be directed to GFR’s Risk Reduction 
Specialist Krista Ott at 393-8461.  

 GFR continues to host crowd manager training to enhance community safety. A fee of $30 per 
person will be charged beginning with the next class Jan. 6, 2016. For information on Safe Assembly 
Training classes, please call 334-5065. 

GFR Support Services Bureau contact: Interim Asst. Chief Mike Cowart – 352-393-8459  

 Gainesville Fire Rescue continues to provide CPR and related course offerings to the community 
through its Operation C.A.R.E or Citizens Aiding in Response to Emergencies. The program is 
being provided on a fee basis by the City Of Gainesville to increase the number of persons who can 
perform CPR, first aid and other skills during an emergency until help can arrive. For more 
information, please visit gfr.org/community training. 

 

 

Public Works contact: Chantel Thomas – 352-334-5070 

 The Bicycle/Pedestrian Program is coordinating/participating in the following: 
o Thursday, Nov. 19 at 10 a.m.: Alachua County Community Traffic Safety Team (CTST) 

meeting at Santa Fe – Gainesville Technology Entrepreneurship Center (GTEC) (2153 SE 
Hawthorne Rd.) 

o Saturday, Nov. 21 at 10 a.m.: Bike Helmet Safety UF Pre-game Campaign at UF Stephen C. 
O'Connell Center (250 Gale Lemerand Dr.) 

o Wednesday, Dec. 2 at 2 p.m.: Metropolitan Transportation Planning Organization (MTPO) – 
Technical Advisory Committee staff meeting at North Central Florida Regional Planning 
Council (NCFRPC) (2009 NW 67 Pl.) 

Please contact us for participation at camps, conferences and other programs. We provide bicycle and 
pedestrian-related presentations, demonstrations, videos and trainings for toddlers, youth, teens, 
young adults, adults and seniors. For more information, scheduling a bicycle/pedestrian event, 
questions or volunteer opportunities, please contact Dekova Batey, bicycle/pedestrian program 
coordinator, at 352-334-5070 or bikeped@cityofgainesville.org, or visit 
www.cityofgainesville.org/bikeped.  

 There will be a meeting Wednesday, Nov. 18 at the Corrine Brown Transit Facility (34 SE 13th 
Rd.) at 6 p.m. to hear about proposed changes to RTS’s spring 2016 schedule. The public is 
invited to attend and voice their concerns and ask questions. We urge attendees to arrive prior to 6 
p.m., so the meeting may start on time. RTS Route 17 services the Corrine Brown Transit Facility. 

 All bus and paratransit service will be suspended Thanksgiving Day; however, RTS will 
provide some bus service on Friday, Nov. 27. Routes 1, 2, 5, 8, 11, 13, 15, 16, 20, 26 and 35 will 
run between 7:30 a.m. and 5:30 p.m.   All other routes will be suspended. 

http://www.cityofgainesville.org/GainesvilleFireRescue(GFR)/AnnualReportNewsletters.aspx
https://www.facebook.com/Gainesville-Fire-Rescue-126611297438842/timeline/
http://www.cityofgainesville.org/Portals/0/GFR/Project%20Get%20Alarmed.pdf
http://www.cityofgainesville.org/Portals/0/GFR/Project%20Get%20Alarmed.pdf
http://www.cityofgainesville.org/GainesvilleFireRescue(GFR)/SupportServices/CommunityClasses.aspx
http://www.cityofgainesville.org/bikeped
mailto:bikeped@cityofgainesville.org
http://www.cityofgainesville.org/bikeped
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 RTS is offering its annual UF football game day shuttle service, Gator Aider. Tickets are 
available at any of the five park-n-ride locations: Town of Tioga, Haile Plantation, Oaks Mall, UF 
Hilton (SW 34th Street) and the City of Gainesville Downtown Parking Garage. Service starts three 
hours before kickoff, with returns starting at the beginning of the fourth quarter. The cost is $10 for a 
single roundtrip ticket or $50 for the season. Transactions are cash only. Remaining home games for 
the season are Nov. 21 (Florida Atlantic) and Nov. 28 (Florida State). 

 

 
Park Operations contact: John Weber – 352-393-8186 

 Park Operations staff recently installed a new Expression Swing at Roper Park. The swing is the 
first of its kind locally. It promotes intergenerational play, as adults and children swing together. The 
face-to-face design positions adult and child at eye level with one another so they can interact. This 
swing was made possible with the support of a generous donation from the Duck Pond Neighborhood 
Association to the Parks, Recreation and Cultural Affairs Department.  

Nature Operations contact: Linda Demetropoulos – 352-393-8445 

 The 3rd Annual Survivors of Suicide Candlelight Vigil will be held Saturday, Nov. 21 at the 
Survivors of Suicide Memory Garden in Cofrin Nature Park, located at 4810 NW Eighth Ave. 
Activities will start at 4 p.m., with a ceremony beginning at 5:45 p.m. This event is free and open to 
the community, and refreshments will be provided. Those wishing to attend are asked to park at the 
University City Church of Christ parking lot, due east of Cofrin Nature Park at 4626 NW Eighth Ave. 
Disabled parking is available at the park for those with a disabled placard. The vigil is sponsored by 
the Friends of the Crisis Center, in partnership with the Alachua County Crisis Center and the 
Survivors of Suicide Support Group. The Friends would like to extend thanks to the City of 
Gainesville Parks, Recreation and Cultural Affairs Department and the Alachua County Commission 
for their support in the development and maintenance of the Memory Garden. For more information 
regarding the candlelight vigil, please contact Donna Eckel, project coordinator, at 
raggedyds@aol.com or visit the Friends of the Crisis Center website at 
www.FriendsOfTheCrisisCenter.org.  

Athletics and Aquatics contact: Jeff Moffitt – 352-393-8732  

 Youth coed basketball has no tryouts, all kids play and it's fun for everyone! For kids age 5–14, this 
coed basketball league develops skills on and off the court. Practices take place at the Martin Luther 
King Jr. Multipurpose Center (MLK). Games begin in January and take place in Alachua County and 
the surrounding areas. The Eastside High School coaching staff is holding free skills clinics Nov. 30 
and Dec. 2 from 6-8 p.m. at MLK. For more information, please visit our Youth Athletics Web page 
or call 352-334-5067. 

 The heated Dwight H. Hunter (Northeast) Pool will remain open throughout the winter. The H. 
Spurgeon Cherry (Westside) and Andrew R. Mickle Sr. Pools are both closed for the season and will 
reopen in spring 2016. Regular winter hours (Nov. 9-March 27) for the Northeast Pool are: 
M, W, F: 6-9 a.m., Morning Lap Swim (extended until Wednesday. Nov. 25) 
M-F: 11:30 a.m.-7 p.m., Open/Lap Swim 
SA: 12-5 p.m., Open/Lap Swim 
SU: CLOSED 

 

 

http://www.gametime.com/expression/
mailto:raggedyds@aol.com
http://www.friendsofthecrisiscenter.org/
http://www.cityofgainesville.org/ParksRecreationCulturalAffairs/Sports,AquaticsFitness/Athletics/YouthAthletics.aspx
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Environmental Education contact:  Sally Wazny – 352-334-3326 

 The Annual Cane Boil and FiddleFest will be held at Morningside Nature Center Saturday, Nov. 28 
from 9 a.m.-4 p.m. The Longleaf Pine Youth Fiddle Contest will be held from 10 a.m. to noon and 
will be followed by traditional music by talented local musicians. Held every year the Saturday after 
Thanksgiving, this event combines traditions of giving thanks and fall harvest with live fiddle, banjo 
and string band music, which were major influences on American entertainment for more than 150 
years. Bring your holiday guests, friends, and family out to Morningside’s beautiful Living History 
Farm to experience the making and bottling of sugar cane syrup, biscuits hot from the wood 
cookstove, live roots music, horse-drawn wagon rides and living history interpreters and 
demonstrators bringing to life a day in the country in 1870. Make this event part of your 
Thanksgiving weekend tradition! Event admission is $3 for those 13 and older, $2 for children ages 3-
12 and free for children under three.  

 Environmental education programs resume at Morningside Nature Center! The free, educational 
and fun-filled programs at Morningside Nature Center start in September and continue through May! 

o C’mon home to the Living History Farm and experience a time when the rooster’s crow and 
the rising sun, not an alarm clock, welcomed a new day! During Living History Days, 
interpreters portray day-to-day life on an 1870 Florida farm. Living History Days take place 
the first Saturday of the month from 9 a.m.-4:30 p.m. The farm is open to the public from 9 
a.m.-4:30 p.m., Tuesday through Saturday all year long. The remaining Living History Days 
dates are Dec. 5, Jan. 2, Feb. 6, March 5, April 2 and May 7. Step back in time, enjoy nature, 
and experience Florida as it was! 

o Morningside Nature Center has a farm, ee—i—ee—i—oh! On this farm, youngsters (with an 
adult) can meet and greet farm animals by helping staff with afternoon feeding on the Living 
History Farm. This program is free, but the animals love donations of carrots, squash, apples, 
sweet potatoes, and melons (please give these items to a staff member and not directly to the 
animals). With a sheep here—and a cow there—learning about heritage breeds is fun! The 
Barnyard Buddies Program takes place Wednesdays at 3 p.m. at the Living History Farm. 

o At the Frogs and Friends Friday program, children (with an adult) can join a Morningside 
Nature Center animal caretaker for an exciting and educational program featuring live 
amphibians and reptiles. Join the fun, get the facts! This free program begins at 2 p.m. in the 
Education Building. The remaining Frogs and Friends Friday dates are Dec. 4, Jan. 8, Feb. 5, 
March 4, April 1 and May 6.  

Morningside Nature Center is located at 3540 E. University Ave., approximately three miles east of 
downtown Gainesville. For more information, please call 352-334-3326. 

Recreation Contact: Ben Dillard- 352-393-8192 

 The Foundations Academy at Eastside Community Center now offers a free program (with a 
scholarship) to students from Lake Forest and Williams Elementary Schools, for grades 1-5.  
Additionally, free bus transportation will be provided to the program from the school. Transportation 
began Nov. 9, and will operate until the end of the school year. The program can be registered for at 
Eastside Community Center or online at the When School is In page. 

 Out of School Days are available Monday, Nov. 23 and Tuesday, Nov. 24. During the day camp, 
kids enjoy games, activities and crafts that encourage achievement, a sense of community, good 
health and strong character! The camp is offered in conjunction with the Alachua County School 
Board Calendar. The cost is $5.75 for city residents and $8.75 for non-city residents (proof of 
residency is required). The camp is offered from 7 a.m.-6 p.m. at the following locations: 

http://www.cityofgainesville.org/ParksRecreationCulturalAffairs/NaturalResourcesandPrograms/NatureHeritageEvents.aspx
http://www.friendsofnatureparks.org/2015/10/25/llp-youth-fiddle-contest-the-cane-boil/
http://www.cityofgainesville.org/ParksRecreationCulturalAffairs/YouthProgramsCamps/WhenSchoolisIn.aspx
http://www.cityofgainesville.org/ParksRecreationCulturalAffairs/YouthProgramsCamps/WhenSchoolisOut.aspx
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- For 1st–5th Grades: Albert "Ray" Massey Recreation Center - 1001 NW 34th St. 
Eastside Community Center - 2841 E University Ave. 

-For 6th–8th Grades: T.B. McPherson Center - 1717 SE 15th St. 

Cultural Affairs contact:  Russell Etling – 352-393-8532 

 This fall, downtown Gainesville will begin a colorful transformation and enter into a new phase of its 
cultural renaissance. 352walls/The Gainesville Urban Art Initiative will feature the work of 13 
renowned international muralists and 13 of the region’s best artists. The 352walls experience is 
scheduled to begin Friday, Oct. 30 and run through Wednesday, Nov. 25, resuming again in January 
2016.  Afterward, the murals will be available for viewing year-round. 352walls/The Gainesville 
Urban Art Initiative offers residents, students and visitors an opportunity to watch talented artists 
paint their outdoor murals while they are created. From Monday, Nov. 16 through Wednesday, Nov. 
25, a group of world-famous urban artists will create their murals throughout historic downtown 
Gainesville. In January 2016, 352walls will showcase the Ukranian duo known as Interesni Kaski, as 
they paint a mural at Market Street Pub. Later in February, the renowned Portuguese artist Add Fuel 
will create multiple public artworks. Images of previous projects by the muralists can be viewed on 
Flickr. A map of the mural walls is available online to print. An interactive map is also available on 
the 352walls website at www.352walls.org. 

 Two companion events to the 352walls launch will be held in November. On Thursday, Nov. 19 
from 7:30-9:30 p.m., the Historic Thomas Center will host a meet and greet with the artists. The 
evening features a photography exhibition of work by curator Iryna Kanishcheva, as well as the world 
premiere of the documentary “Glimpse of America” by Italian artist 2501, who created the first 
352walls mural on the :08 seconds building in downtown Gainesville last June. On Sunday, Nov. 22 
from 3-5 p.m., the “Musical Medicine at the Murals” concert will be at the Haven Hospice/Rails-to-
Trails wall, located at 231 NW 10th Ave. In celebration of National Arts in Health Month and the 
352walls project, the public is invited to enjoy “Musical Medicine at the Murals.” This free event 
features Cathy DeWitt, Jason Hedges, Nan Gordon, Annie McPherson and other musicians who have 
brought joy, comfort, and positive impact to our community by bringing their music to hospitals, VA 
centers, Alzheimer’s and dementia facilities and other healthcare settings.  

 The Hoggetowne Medieval Faire is hosting a Student Art and Essay Contest. The contest is open 
to students from kindergarten through high school. Fifty-six students will receive awards for their 
creativity. All participants and teachers will receive certificates of accomplishment. Winners in the 
first, second and third place categories within each grade level will receive two complimentary tickets 
to the faire, a commemorative T-shirt and recognition in a special awards ceremony presided over by 
the King and Queen of Hoggetowne Saturday, Jan. 30. Three grand-prize winners will also receive 
$25 gift certificates, to be spent at the medieval faire. The work of all winners will be displayed at the 
Alachua County Library Headquarters during the month of January, and all the entries will be 
displayed during the medieval faire. The deadline for all entries is Tuesday, Dec. 1. Entries may be 
dropped off at the Thomas Center (302 NE Sixth Ave., room 211).  For more information, please 
contact Faire Coordinator Linda Piper at 352-393-8536 or visit www.hoggetownefaire.com.  

 Thomas Center Galleries: AQUIFERious: Enter the Springs will be held in the Thomas Center’s 
Mezzanine and Main Galleries Thursday, Oct. 1-Wednesday, Jan. 6. The exhibition is curated by 
Margaret Ross Tolbert, and is based on her award-winning book of the same title. A multi-media art 
experience in the truest sense, the exhibition will juxtapose Tolbert’s dramatic, large-scale springs 
paintings and eloquent poetry with contributing artists’ and scientists’ photographs, videos, 
cartography and writings. Featured will be the underwater photography by Jill Heinerth, Mark Long 
and Tom Morris, and springs maps by Eric Hutcheson, Georgia Shemitz and Jhwum-Ki-ak.  

 

http://www.352walls.org/
https://www.flickr.com/photos/gainesville/albums/72157659884526491
http://www.cityofgainesville.org/Portals/0/cmo/352WALLS-map.pdf
http://www.352walls.org/
http://www.hoggetownefaire.com/
http://www.gvlculturalaffairs.org/website/programs_events/Galleries/galleries.html
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Future companion events to AQUIFERious are: 
o Dec. 3 at 7 p.m. - Immersed: An Evening of Springs Films  
o Jan. 5 at 7 p.m. - Wet Talks: Springs Lovers’ Show and Tell  

 
 Save the date for the annual Holiday Tree Lighting! On Saturday, Dec. 5, the Parks, Recreation and 

Cultural Affairs Department hosts its annual Holiday Tree Lighting Celebration at the Historic 
Thomas Center. The free program will run from 6-8 p.m., and will feature caroling by the Singers 
of the Reformation and the Gainesville Harmony Show Chorus, as well as holiday music on the 
hammered dulcimer and autoharp by Jim and Joyce Lillquist of the Gypsy Guerrilla Band. The heart 
of the celebration is the holiday decorations on the giant tree and around the building, which are 
annually provided by the Thomas Center Associates. Santa will be on hand to visit with children. 
Light refreshments will be served. 

 

 
Economic Development & Innovation: contact Erik Bredfeldt – 352-393-8614 

 On Wednesday, Dec. 2, the Economic Development & Innovation Director is meeting with 
pertinent staff on the Lot #10 license for parking agreement terms in preparation for a meeting 
with the developer and representatives. 

 On Wednesday, Dec. 2, the Economic Development & Innovation Director is attending a meeting of 
Gainesville Area Chamber of Commerce regional partners.   

 On Wednesday, Dec. 2, the Economic Development & Innovation Director is attending a meeting of 
staff and Horizon Hospitality Management, Inc. regarding the Lot #10 license for parking 
agreement. 

 

 
Planning and Development Services contact: Anthony Lyons – 352-393-8690 

 Three notable First Step meetings were held in late October. One was for the outparcels for Butler 
Plaza North, including proposed tenants Cheddar’s and Culver’s. The others were for a new 
automotive paint and body shop located along Northeast 39th Avenue, just east of Main Street and 
the review and development of unit/phase 7 at Blues Creek subdivision along Northwest 43rd 
Street and Northwest 73rd Avenue. 

 Building Department staff is busy doing inspections at Wendy’s on North Main Street, where 
interior remodeling and façade upgrades are underway; at the Bo Diddley Community Plaza and 
Sam’s Club at Butler Plaza North. 

 Building Department staff is busy reviewing construction plans for One College Park, a proposed 
mixed-use project along Northwest First Avenue near Northwest 18th Street, The Standard and 
multiple buildings at Butler Plaza North. 

 Congratulations to Steve Sapp, Inspector II, who was selected as the Employee of the Year for 
the Planning & Development Services Department. 

 Congratulations to Andrew Persons, Senior Planner, who recently earned his American 
Institute of Certified Planners (AICP) certification. AICP certification is the only nationwide, 
independent verification of planners' qualifications, which tests the academic qualifications, relevant 
work experience and mastery of essential skills required to serve the planner’s community effectively. 

https://www.planning.org/certification/
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Certified planners have verified their academic and professional achievements and passed a rigorous, 
comprehensive examination of their abilities. 

 

 
Gainesville Police Department contact: Officer Ben Tobias – 352-393-7525 

 The Gainesville Police Department Community Calendar provides information on crime watch 
meetings and other community meetings, such as the Black-on-Black Task Force. Please view the 
calendar for meeting dates and locations. 

 The monthly Black-on-Black Crime Task Force meeting is Wednesday, Dec. 2 at 5:30 
p.m. Meetings are held in GPD’s Hall of Heroes community room. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The next report will cover December 3-16, 2015. Items for submission to the report are due to the 
Communications Office no later than Wednesday, November 25. For more information, please contact 
Laura Rawson at extension 8740. 

http://www.gainesvillepd.org/
mailto:rawsonle@cityofgainesville.org

	GFR Administration and Operations contact: Chief Jeff Lane – 352-334-5078
	 The Gainesville Fire Rescue Strategic Plan and Standards of Cover may be viewed on the GFR page of the city’s website at www.gfr.org. GFR’s second comprehensive Citizens’ Survey has been published to the GFR website and shows the comparison between ...
	GFR Risk Reduction Bureau contact: Interim Asst. Chief Steve Hesson – 352-393-8449
	 Gainesville Fire Rescue can now be found on Facebook!
	 Project Get Alarmed helps those who cannot afford smoke detectors. Applications are available online or by calling Risk Reduction Specialist Krista Ott at 393-8461.
	GFR Support Services Bureau contact: Interim Asst. Chief Mike Cowart – 352-393-8459
	 Gainesville Fire Rescue continues to provide CPR and related course offerings to the community through its Operation C.A.R.E or Citizens Aiding in Response to Emergencies. The program is being provided on a fee basis by the City Of Gainesville to in...
	Public Works contact: Chantel Thomas – 352-334-5070
	Gainesville Police Department contact: Officer Ben Tobias – 352-393-7525

